


 
 

 
 
Our Rainbow House is an Australian registered charity with focus on a community on the 

outskirts of Lusaka, the capital city of Zambia. 
It is based in Emerald, Central Queensland, with friends throughout Australia and beyond. 

 
MISSION: 
To support the people of this community in the care of their orphans and vulnerable 

children. 
 

VISION: 
To provide education and nutrition to orphans and vulnerable children; encourage them to 
have an optimistic view of the future and empower them to act accordingly.  

 
VALUES: 

• Partnership with local people who share our vision. 
• Respect for the privacy and culture of the community. 

• Empowerment of the community. 
• Transparency/ accountability of our operations. 
• Fostering Australian – Zambian friendship and respect. 

 
OBJECTIVES (June 2018): 

• Contribute to the education of the community's orphans & vulnerable children and 
those who care for them. 
 

• Continue to operate a small primary school and support the transition of senior 
students into high school. 

 
• Make these school premises available outside of school hours for educational & 

community purposes. 

 
• Support the continuing education of all those involved with the school. 

 
• To support local groups in their efforts to obtain good basic services in the areas of 

waste disposal, water, electricity and government schools. 

 
• Appreciate and encourage all local involvement – in preparation for autonomy. 

 
• Nurture the Parents, Guardians and Friends Association (PGFA) and encourage an 

expansion of its role. 

 
• Continue a search for suitable premises or security on existing premises. 

 
• Regularly review communication with donors. 

 

• Carefully monitor the project and conduct annual reviews. 
 

• Develop long term succession planning and an emergency exit strategy. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
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Australian and Zambian Team 2019 
 
All committee and staff members report to the Director, Alison Ray and the Australian 
Board. 

 
Australian Board 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  

 
Alison Ray   John Macpherson   Melita Corbin 

Director   Treasurer Nov ‘18 – July ‘19 Secretary Nov ‘18 – Sept ‘19 

 
 

 
 
 

 
  

 
Suzie Duff   Matt Collins    Marion Collins   
Student Sponsorship Board Member   Board Member  

 

  
 
Amanda Bochow  Diane Armstrong   Nola Pontifex 
Board Member as of Board Member/Treasurer  Board Member as of Oct 2019 

March 2019   as of Oct 2019 
 

Australian Staff 
 

Michelle Goodwin   Tanya Staines   
Administration Assistant  Finance Assistant 
 

Auditor 
 

Anthony Tang 
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Volunteer Management 

 
Neil Peacey   Katrina Goldsworthy Sarah Challacombe 

Legal Advisor  Insurance   Accountant 

Doug Core   Lila Fry   Pam Quinn      
HR/Payroll Officer  Compliance   Newsletter Editor/Social Media   

 
Philipa Core 
Handmade with Love Co-ordinator 

 
Rotary Australia World Community Services (RAWCS) 

 
John Cutler 
Project Manager 

 

Our Rainbow House Ambassador 

Kasey Chambers 
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Zambian Staff 
 

 

    

Mary Matandiko 
Project Coordinator 

Dean Mweemba 
Teacher 

Susan Mwanza 
Teacher 

Evelyn Banda 
Teacher 

    

Terence Shiwawo 
Soccer Coach 

Catherine Mukuka 
Netball Coach 

Mable Zulu 
Cook 

Rhoda Banda 
Assistant Cook 

    

Henry Mbewe 
Facility Caretaker 

Rabson Mfula 
Facility Caretaker 

Bernard Nakau 
Facility Caretaker 

Alfred Phiri 
Facility Caretaker 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Catherine Matawali 
Admin Assistant/ 

Volunteer 
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Zambian Volunteers 

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

Our Caregivers: 
Christobel Phiri, Mary Tembo, Christeta Nhandu 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Mwila Likaka 
Teacher’s Aide 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Caregiver     

   

    

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

We also recognize our 
Zambian Parents, Guardians 

and Friends Association 
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT 2019 
 
What a privilege it has been to see the 

advance of the school over the past twelve 
months.  It does my heart proud to see the 

students strive and compete, as they sure 
know they are the chosen few in the village, 

and make the most of the opportunity 
offered to them.  We assure our generous 

sponsors this is the case and that their kind 
donations are not abused in any way.  It is 

an honour to lead a charity with such 
transparency. 

Our Rainbow House school is thriving under the leadership of Aunt Mary Shita.  The 
staff are happy, and the students’ behaviour and manners are second to none.  Of 

course, there are sometimes little lapses but all in all we are proud of our School. 

 
THE SCHOOL: 

 

 
Students: 
We commenced the school year with eight new students.  The choosing of these 

students by our caregivers is not an easy task, as we select the poorest of the poor 

and most vulnerable.  Sadly, this is the case with almost all children in this village.  
All students were sponsored by Australian sponsors which is a huge achievement 

considering the on-going drought and horrific fire conditions in our country.  We 
reiterate to our teachers the importance of 100% attendance by the students, 

because of this wonderful opportunity offered and with respect to the sponsors. 
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Our grade seven students of 2018 proceeded to local high schools, thanks to 

continuing support from their sponsors of seven years.  One student was awarded 

a scholarship by the Kucetekela Foundation to attend Chalo Trust School as a 
boarder.  Another student was chosen for a new Our Rainbow House initiative, the 

Terry Ray Scholarship, to attend the same school as a boarding student.   
Meantime our school graduates of 2016 are completing year 10, thanks to their 

ongoing sponsorships.  One of these students attends Pestalozzi Education Centre 
as a boarder, being chosen for a Kucetekela Foundation scholarship in 2016.   

Another of these students commenced at Chalo Trust school as a boarder, 
transferring from Chelston High School, at the beginning of the year.  This 

educational opportunity was made possible by a group of friends, including his 
sponsors of seven years, who were keen to better provide for this high achieving 

student.   
Recently, three of our ten grade seven students were selected for a second round 

of interviews and testing by the Kucetekela Foundation.  They competed along with 
many other students from disadvantaged communities for a high school 

scholarship, commencing in 2020.  This indeed was a huge achievement for the 

three students.  One of the students was then chosen for the third and final round 
and we will hear by the end of the year if they were successful. A decision on 

another student for the 2020 Terry Ray Scholarship will be made closer to the end 
of term. 

It has been great to offer one of our students a chance in a tailoring course at the 
Skills Centre run by the Lusaka City Council.  Thanks to his sponsor.  He is excelling 

with the trade. 
 

Staff: 
We have the same staff members as last year, with the exception of our Music 

Teacher who left at the end of last year.  On my last visit to the school in July, I 
could see such a difference in them.  They are all far more confident and displayed 

a happy disposition.  I am sure this has been created by our project co-ordinator, 
Aunt Mary. 

It was pleasing to see teacher Evelyn graduate in September with a Diploma in 

Primary School Teaching.  We appreciate our staff members very much. 
Thank you to our sponsors for enabling coach Catherine from netball, to attend a 

Tailoring Course at the local Skills Centre run by the Lusaka City Council.  
Catherine will then help our students to learn this course.  
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Sporting Activities: 

Soccer and Netball are thriving under the guidance of coach Terence and coach 

Catherine.  These two dedicated members of staff excel in their fields.  We do hope 
that next year will bring us good competition nearby, so that our soccer team does 

not have to travel so far.  We need some netball fields badly – our girls are so 
keen, but the fields and competition are limited.  To watch these two coaches in 

action is indeed inspiring.  We appreciate all they do for our students. 
In June, Talon, the son of our Ambassador Kasey, introduced AFL and tag ball to 

our group – imagine – AFL in our compound!!  Oh, we are honoured!!!!  The 
students love it.  Thank you, Talon! 

 
Volunteers: 

Social media person, sponsor, newsletter editor, counsellor for the director (     ) 

and volunteer, Pam Quinn, was our first visitor to the school this year for a period 
of five weeks.  Oh, how everyone loves “Aunty Palm”!!!  Pam excels in all aspects 

of volunteering from being of enormous help in the Zambian office, being a mentor 
for the staff members, a wonderful listener for the students, a sewing and craft 

teacher, amongst a lot of other attributes.  Pam is a pleasure to work with when 

she is at the school and in Australia.  We all eagerly await her daily reports when 
she is at the school.  

Board member Matt travelled to the school in June, together with our Ambassador 
Kasey and her guitarist Brandon.  This time both parties took their families.  They 

had a wonderful time and brought so much joy and music to our School.  Matt 
always solves any “Board issues” whilst there, as sometimes it is much better to do 

so in person rather than by emails.  We are blessed to have Kasey and Brandon 
visit – aren’t we so lucky?  Everyone loves music, and the village livens up in the 

days that Kasey and Brandon are there.   
I had the pleasure of visiting the school in July and I must say that it is an absolute 

thrill to arrive at the school to see it so clean, well-organized and very loved!  It is 
fantastic to see all the children growing up – glowing with health and happiness.  

Our little 600 square meter patch surely is a piece of heaven and a sanctuary for 
these students and staff members. 

In October, life-time friends, Owen and Kerry Brown and Peter Staal visited the 

school for just a short time whilst they were en-route to other parts of the 
continent.  They loved their visit and were over-whelmed with the school and 

pleased they took the time to visit. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

We thank all our volunteers and visitors for taking the time to come to our school – 

all at their personal expense, of course. 
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The School Library: 
Our tiny school has the best selection of books for the students.  Two volunteers, 

who have been to the school on three occasions, have excelled in many aspects of 

the Charity and especially with the school library.  The effort that has gone into 
documenting the books, sourcing them and arranging for them to be sent over is 

outstanding. Thank you, Jan and Denise from Mackay whose expertise in this field 
is greatly appreciated.  Thank you again, Philipa, for meeting the cost of the 

freight. 
 

Uniforms: 
Matthew Flinders Anglican College, Buderim, Queensland; and Peter and Lissy 

Taylor from Peter Taylor’s Sewing Centre, Emerald, Queensland, continue to 
support us greatly with uniforms for the students and staff.  A big thank you to Di 

Chambers who took over many sports attire for the students from her friends on 
the Central Coast of New South Wales.  The quality of these uniforms is superb. 

 
GBFS: 

This year, Girls and Boys Friendly Society has grown through the leadership of 

teacher Evelyn and the students have enjoyed two excursions.  I really enjoyed 
watching the group in prayer whilst there in July.  Sponsors have enabled teacher 

Evelyn to attend the World Council of GBFS in South Africa mid next year.  She now 
has a passport and what a great ambassador she will be. 

 
Seventh Birthday: 

Celebrations were very low key this year because of the on-going drought and 
therefore, lack of fund-raising. 

 
Study Group: 

We appreciate all the times that Moses was able to come to the school in the 
evenings to supervise the students for this cause.  Sadly, Moses has had to look for 

piece work so that he can move on with his studies and therefore, the classes have 
ceased.  It is difficult to find a supervisor in the village as everyone works when 

they can.  It is such a shame as the students mostly do not have electricity at night 

nor do they have desks and chairs.  We will try to find someone to take the place of 
Moses. 

 
Holiday Mealie Meal: 

The guardians continue to clean the School, inside and out, at the end of each 
term, in appreciation for the mealie-meal handed to the families at holiday time.  

This gift ensures the students receive nutrition during this period.  Generous 
sponsors from Australia and the United States of America, support this programme 

and we thank them so much.  The families appreciate it very much. 
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Adult Literacy Classes: 
These classes are well attended.  They are 

mostly the guardians of our students and 

they are making good progress.  We are 
proud that we can make this offer to these 

wonderful people who care for the 
students. 

 
 

 
 

Parents, Guardians and Friends Association Meetings: 
I was privileged to attend the July meeting whilst there and loved every minute.  

The guardians appreciate their students being educated and in turn, attend the 
meetings with usually a 100% attendance rate!  They are a great bunch of people.  

Since our part-time cook Rhoda has been on maternity leave, the guardians have 
worked a roster system under the guidance of project co-ordinator Mary, and have 

covered for her, which means there has been no extra cost for the Charity – which 

also means we did not have to do more fund-raising!  A big thank you to these 
ladies. 

 
CAREGIVERS:  Our three Caregivers, Mary, Christabel and Christeta, continue to 

be the vital link between the School, the families and the Australian Office.  Their 
monthly reports are great and keep us up to date with everything that is 

happening with illnesses, absenteeism, behavioural issues, welfare of the students 
and the families.  We appreciate what these ladies do for us – they are incredible.      
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KWME (Kangaroo Waste Management Enterprises):  Sadly, this group has not 
kept up their promises in keeping documentation, minutes and contact with the 

Australian office regarding the cleanliness and hygiene of the village.  We are 

currently following up what has happened.  I visited Professor Luo, our local 
Member of Parliament, and the very next day, she had the rubbish truck attend to 

serious issues in our compound.  I thank Professor Luo very much for following up 
on my visit immediately and maintaining this service to the village.  The streets are 

looking so much better.  Councillor Suko has been so obliging when we have 
spoken to him over the waste management (or lack of) in our area.  These two 

people have worked together to make such change in waste management.  We are 
grateful for this as it means good health in our community. 

 
PROJECT 68: 

Well, what can we say to this?  Only after a week of announcing that we would like 
to purchase a mattress for each student, we had the funds to do so – and more.  

The generosity of everyone out there that gave mattresses so that our students 
could have comfort to sleep and be able to work at school the next day, was 

incredible.  Again, I was privileged to be at the school when the mattresses 

arrived.  We had enough funds to buy a “cover” blanket as well as a heavier 
blanket for warmth.  I attended Soccer the next morning before my flight out and 

so many students came up to me to tell me how well they slept that night.  Oh, 
how I wish I could have shared those moments with the generous people who gave 

so lovingly. 
As if this was not enough, Pam Quinn, Laurene Childs and their “sewing” friends, 

gathered and made 68 patchwork quilts to go with this bedding, for each student.  
Isn’t that mammoth?  These delightful additions will be handed to the students on 

the last day of school.  What a treat to take home. 
Marion’s friends, Everil and her daughter, Michelle, from Rockhampton have made 

five quilts.  Three of these will be handed to the Caregivers in appreciation of their 
dedication and the other two will be kept in the classroom to cover cold legs in the 

rainy season and cooler months.  This way, everyone will get a “piece” of what 
these beautiful ladies have created with love. 

Again, Philipa has met the cost of the freight on these items through her sewing.  

There is never a dull moment. 
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SPONSORSHIP:   
We appreciate very much, sponsorship received for the Students and the Non-

Student Sponsorship Programme.  Without this, there would not be a school.  I 

wish there were more hours in the day so that we could keep in touch with our 
sponsors on a more regular basis and tell them every little thing that happens at 

the School because of their generosity.    
 

FUND-RAISING AND SOCIAL EVENTS IN AUSTRALIA: 
It has not been easy to fund-raise for Zambia when we are hurting in our own 

country with the on-going drought and bush fires.  There are many farmers in so 
many districts in Queensland and New South Wales, that have not been able to 

plant crops, nor have they been able to find “feed paddocks” to put their cattle on 
agistment.  We are honoured that the student sponsors continue to support us 

regardless.  
 

Melbourne: 
Our first fund-raiser for the year was hosted by 

our Board member, sponsor and supporter, 

Matt and his wife, Gabe and family in March, in 
the form of a house-warming party.  

Ambassador Kasey and her guitarist Brandon 
kindly gave their time and attended this event 

and it was a hoot!!!  Board members Marion 
and Alison, together with supporters and 

sponsors Sue and Maggie, travelled to 
Melbourne for the occasion to support the 

family and the Charity.  It was wonderful! 
 

 
Yeppoon: 

Terry and I, together with student sponsorship co-ordinator Suzie and past board 
member and sponsor Bernardine, along with two great helpers from the Provost 

Club of Yeppoon, held a Retro Party at our home in Yeppoon and we had a great 

time.  Many artist friends presented artwork for us to be auctioned by Terry.  It was 
a great gathering of friends from the coast and beyond.  

I was honoured to receive during the evening, a Humanitarian Service Award from 
Rotary, which was presented by Terry Daley, Past RAWCS Project Manager who 

oversaw 60 projects in 22 countries for many years.  He was pleased with the 
management of our project that he saw as sustainable and extremely well 

managed.  We thank immensely John Cutler and the Toowoomba Garden City 
Rotary Club, for the support given since 2013.  For those who know me, I am FAR 

from a trumpet blower but was thrilled to receive this award.  Terry Daley and John 
Cutler have been wonderful supporters of our Project and there have been many 

times when I have had to phone these gentlemen in desperation, and it was never 
a bother to them.  How honoured I am to have worked with these two people.  

Thank you. 
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Rockhampton: 
Board Member Marion opened her home yet again for a Soup Kitchen in July and a 

High Tea in September.  I presented Our Rainbow House on these occasions and as 

I looked around the room, there were so many supporters of many years – student 
sponsors, sandwich/quiche/scone/lamington/you name it and it was there 

“makers”!!  Marion has a vast group of very generous friends who believe in what 
we are doing and cannot do enough for her.  Rockhampton Grammar School 

Grammar Global Group were there yet again to assist us with the proceedings of 
the High Tea.  We are honoured by the support this school gives us.  Thank you, 

Marion, for such an effort you make with your wonderful, friendly events. 
 

Emerald: 
Emerald State School invited us for another time, to run the food stall at the 

Annual Easter Fete.  Whilst it is crazily busy, it is loads of fun working together with 
the kind gentlemen from The Emerald Masonic Lodge. 

 
Mother’s Day Raffle: 

Thank you to Anna Mabin Styling for donating a very generous voucher and to Mrs. 

Dawn Slack for donating sapphires for the Mother’s Day Raffle.  We are thankful for 
these beautiful gifts that enabled us to keep the funds coming in. 

 
Graeme Connors Raffle: 

An exciting raffle was held, with the prize of 15 days in Ireland with Australian 
Singer/Songwriter, Graeme Connors.  This proved a very popular raffle and was 

won by a couple from Mackay.  We wished we could have sold more tickets, but did 
quite well, really, considering the economic climate.  The trip was in September 

and we believe from all reports, that it was wonderful! 
 

The Multicultural Celebrations: 
This Event was a whopper.  The Emerald Multicultural Celebrations were loved by 

everyone.  For many years, this was held in Emerald, but some years back, the 
event ceased.  We decided, in our wisdom, to bring this event back to the district.  

The main reason was to give back to a community that has given so much to us.  It 

was a mammoth exercise for just a small number of volunteers and with the 
assistance of a paid event planner, we managed to pull it off and come out 

financially in front.  It worked – our reason worked – still, every time I go down-
town, Filipino ladies smile at me, many people from many countries come rushing 

up to me and asking me if they can have a stall at the next one!!!  We have a 
whole new group of friends.  Isn’t that what is important?  When we see the 

smiling faces of these people who now call the Central Highlands “home”, we 
quickly forget the hours and hours, days and days, of planning for this event. 

 
Melbourne Cup: 

The Melbourne Cup Party was a very successful social Event.  It was a day of 
friendship and fun.  We had a great gathering of friends and supporters and again, 

everyone loved the entertainment by our Auctioneers and Guest Speaker Shiro 
Pillay.   

 

 
 

 



Annual Report 2019 Page 13. 

 

Emerald Netball Volunteers’ Dinner:  21 Emerald Netball Association Volunteers 
gathered at our home for a night of frivolity and fun.  I have never heard so much 

laughter.  Such a dynamic group of people. 

 
The Washing Of Glasses: 

Each year, the Emerald State School invite us to do the glass washing for their 
Annual Christmas Craft Fair Wine and Cheese Evening.  Thank you to our glass 

washers for carrying out the duty this year for the “cash payment”. 
 

KASEY AND BRANDON GO TO THE SCHOOL:  Along with our Board Member, 
Matt, Kasey and Brandon visited the school in June and November.  What joy they 

brought to our Staff Members and the students.  As the photos dropped down, so 
did the tears.  To quote Brandon – “the drought will be over in Emerald as Alison 

will have tears”.  I know every child in Australia would love this opportunity, and to 
think that “our little lot” have been given this beautiful opportunity in the music 

world, is like a dream come true.  Thank you, Kasey and Brandon.  Their hearts are 
so big – they extend into the village to check on other concerns we have and 

report to us with photos and emails.   

Matt, again, solved many Board issues whilst at the School.  His visits several 
times a year are most welcome. 
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On the 1st December, Michelle, Heidi, Terry,  Doug, Philipa and I travelled to Mackay 
to support Kasey and Brandon at The Captain Concert.  We met up with student 

sponsors/friends, Mick and Jenny and long-time friends Bill and Yvonne, for dinner 

prior to the Concert.   Mick and Jenny spent three weeks at the School back in 
2012.  We thoroughly enjoyed the time together and meeting several members of 

the Chambers Family.   
 

HANDMADE WITH LOVE – EMERALD:  
To try to report on this aspect of our Charity, besides needing a compass, is almost 

impossible.  Philipa Core is so hard to keep track of!  I watch her posts on 
Instagram each day and try to follow where she is – in the State!!!  Philipa takes 

every opportunity to sell her beautiful homemade wares at every market possible, 
no matter where it is.  Beside her is our payroll officer/human resources manager, 

husband Doug.  We appreciate so much, what Philipa does for our Charity.  With 
the funds raised, we pay freight on uniforms donated as well as library books, also 

kindly donated.  There are a lot of potholders in a shipment to the school!!!!!  This 
aspect of the Charity also sponsors three students at the school.  Thank you, Doug 

and Philipa!  Their daughter Rosslyn, Fangirl Stitches, also has markets wherever 

she can and recently sponsored computers for our teachers.  What a family! 
 

HANDMADE WITH LOVE – ROCKHAMPTON: 
This is a newly formed group of three friends, Joy, Diane and Barbara.  The 

enthusiasm is infectious!  These ladies attend every market they can find in 
Rockhampton.  I hope to spend more time with these ladies next year as the 

formation of the group came at a busy time with the Charity and I feel I have 
neglected them somewhat!  Funds raised from this group went towards Teachers’ 

Day in Zambia and the sponsorship of a student. 
 

THE AUSTRALIAN OFFICE: 
Michelle and I have worked together well.  There are so many aspects of the 

Project that depend on “the office”.  To have a volunteer events planner to take 
care of the promotional material for upcoming fund-raisers along with updating our 

brochures etc. would be great.  This is a time-consuming task along with the other 

work that Michelle covers in 18 hours a week.   
The absence of a secretary this year left a lot of work for the office.  Agenda 

planning and completing the Minutes are a time-consuming task of their own.  
The Charity has grown enormously, but our numbers in the office have diminished.  

We have no choice but to look for more volunteers to work on a regular basis so 
that we can plan our work or keep working hard to fund-raise to pay another staff 

member.   
 

Finances: 
Unfortunately, circumstances this year have created huge book-keeping 

management issues.  Our books have been kept up to date of course, but with now 
not having a financial assistant three days per week on a regular basis, the co-

ordination of this aspect is difficult.  A lynch pin was missing which created a 
situation that no-one really knew what the other had done.  This, in turn, created 

more time-consuming problems in the office. 

We now have Tanya who is employed by us one day a week and I am sure that 
once our new Treasurer, Diane, settles into the position, we will have the financial 

aspect flowing by the beginning of the new year. 
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DGR (Deductibility Gift Recipient) STATUS: 

Our Rainbow House has been granted the above status by the Australian Taxation 

Office.  There will be a brief transition period from the RAWCS (Rotary Australia 
World Community Service) to DGR.   

 
MEMBERS OF THE BOARD: 

Thank you to the Board Members for attending Meetings, often from afar, to keep 
our little school going.  Your input is desperately needed.   

 
SUPPORT: 

I would like to personally thank Doug for his wonderful support throughout the 
year – through all aspects of the Charity.  He responds with such grace and 

knowledge and never gets stressed about anything – well has come close with a 
few little NAPSA problems!!  Thank you, Doug. 

To Terry, thank you for yet another year of incredible support and trust.  His 
generosity, kindness, love and support that he shows to the Board Members, Staff, 

Sponsors, Members and me, is second to none.  What an incredible person.  I am 

sure he loves having the company of volunteers and staff around.         Thank you, 

Terry. 
Let us look forward to another successful year of keeping these children at school 

and offering them education from the Best Little School in Zambia. 
 

Alison Ray 
Director 

PROJECT CO-ORDINATOR REPORT 2019 

 
Dear Members, 

 
It has been indeed a marathon to be part of this family of Our Rainbow House. The 

year has been a success as we saw all the pupils who were in examination classes 
pass and excel to further grades. What really warmed my heart was to have Henry 

come first among all the grade 9 pupils at Chelstone Secondary School in the 
Examination Council of Zambia. This made the sponsors honour him by giving him 

a chance to go to Chalo Trust School as a boarder. The School has continued to 

progress well this year with group work exhibited by all co-workers which 
constitutes the teaching staff, guardians, caregivers, facility caretakers and 

students, who always contribute in different ways. 
 

During the course of the year, two members of staff left the organisation to pursue 
other things, these were Pascal Ngosa, our music teacher and Caregiver Lovely 

Chongo. I do appreciate the contribution they made to the organisation during the 
tenure of their work here. On a good note I would like to congratulate Teacher 

Evelyn Banda who has finally graduated as a Primary Diploma holder under the 
sponsorship of Our Rainbow House, which has seen her mature into a full-fledged 

class teacher. Thank you to all the sponsors who have made her dream come true. 
 

Pupils have continued to enjoy learning with a good number of resources which 
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have been added to our stock. These include computers, new textbooks, a good 
number of library books, educational games and a big Canon photo copier which 

has made the school complete. 

 
During the year, pupils took part in different sports activities including newly 

introduced games of Tag ball and Aussie Rules introduced by Talon, the son to our 
ambassador Kasey Chambers. What a wonderful year it has been. The games of 

soccer and netball have kept our pupils busy after classes, with the help of our two 
coaches Catherine and Terrence. 

 
We do appreciate the feeding program which keeps our pupils healthy and ready to 

learn, as every morning they look forward to having a balanced meal which is rare 
in their households. Hygiene has been adhered to, as a continuous supply of 

uniforms is readily available to our pupils. Thank you to St Mathews College for this 
gesture, not to mention the supply of bathing and washing powder provided to the 

pupils. 
 

Kucetekela Foundation came on board once more and have sponsored another 

pupil, Jonathan, to Chalo Trust School in Grade 8. The process for 2020 scholarship 
has started and 8 of our pupils are competing for yet another scholarship from the 

organisation. Thank you to Sponsors of the Terry Ray Scholarship which has 
accorded Sadora a chance to be at Chalo Trust School in Grade 8. 

 
I will be failing in my duties to appreciate all the volunteers and visitors who took 

time throughout the year to come and spend time with the pupils and members of 
staff. We were privileged to interact with them as well as tap new knowledge and 

exciting ideas from them. 
Thank you to the Australian Board Members, Our Rainbow House volunteers and all 

those who make the organisation a success. May I recognise and appreciate our 
Director Alison Ray for being an inspiration to all of us and her tireless work to 

keep all of us going. 
 

Looking forward to another successful year. 

 

Mary Shita Matandiko 
Project Co-ordinator 
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STUDENT SPONSORSHIP REPORT 2019 

 

    

It has been another busy year at our little school. 

Our Project Co-ordinator, Mary, has done a great job this year; she really has 

settled in and runs a tight ship.  Teacher Dean certainly has found his feet and is 

doing great work with some of our students who have struggled with their grades 

as well as their home life. 

We had students move onto high school this year which brings the total amount of 

students attending high school to 16: 

• Three Grade 8 students attending Chainda Basic School  

• Five Grade 8 students attending Chelstone Secondary School.  

• Two Grade 8 students received scholarships to attend the Chalo Trust School 

where they are boarders.  One student Jonathan received a scholarship 

through the Kucetekela Foundation and Sadora was fortunate enough to be 

chosen as the recipient of the Terry Ray Scholarship which is sponsored by 

six sponsors. 

• One of our Grade 10 students, Henry, topped Grade 9 at the Chelstone 

Secondary school last year and it was decided by a group of sponsors to pay 

for him to attend Chalo Trust as a boarder. He also has six sponsors who 

have very generously contributed to giving him this wonderful opportunity 

and so far he is not letting them down.   

• We still have four Grade 10 students attending Chelstone Secondary School. 

• Plus, we have our Grade 10 student, Blessings who was our first Kucetekela 

Foundation Scholarship recipient, who is a boarder at Pestalozzi. 

• We also have Mwila, our Teacher’s Aide, attending Grade 11 at Chelstone 

Secondary School; she assists our teachers around her school timetable.  She is a 

great asset to our school and supports our students who are struggling with their 

grades. 
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With the ten students moving into High school, this opened spaces to take in new 

students at our school.  We enrolled eleven new students this year: 

• Six students into Grade 1 

• One student into Grade 3 

• Five students into Grade 4 

 

These students have adapted well and are working hard to improve their grades 

each term. With the ongoing support from their teachers, I am sure they will do 

well. 

With the addition of our new students and the students we have at high school, we 

now have a total of sixty-eight students being sponsored.  This is something to be 

extremely proud of.  It also means that at the end of this year we have another ten 

students moving into high school. 

Three of those students, however, were chosen by the Kucetekela Foundation to sit 

the second stage of exams for this year’s scholarship.  One of these students made 

it through to the third & final stage of the process which was to sit through an 

interview in his home with his family.  It will be a little while before we find out the 

results.  Fingers crossed we will have another student chosen. 

We will also be choosing another student as the recipient of the Terry Ray 

Scholarship this year. 

Losing ten grade 7 students into high school this year will open another ten spots 

for the 2020 enrolments.  Mary and the teachers will be working together to find 

candidates to fill these spots so we will be looking for more student sponsors and 

this will increase our program to 78 students in total. 

Our Australian Ambassador, Kasey Chambers along with her guitarist Brandon, has 

visited the school a few times this year.  She took her three children with her on 

one visit which the children loved.  One of our Board Members, Matt took his wife 

and children on the same visit and they all had a wonderful time interacting with 

our students 

Kasey and Brandon continue to work with our students, helping them to learn the 

guitar and teaching them songs.  She will be visiting the school again at the 

beginning of November which will be great for the students.  Kasey certainly has 

been a wonderful ambassador. 

We haven’t had as many volunteers at the school this year.  We had Pam Quinn go 

over at the beginning of the year.  It is great having Pam there when first term 

starts.  She does a wonderful job assisting Mary and the teachers as well as 

sharing her knowledge and skills with the students.  Alison has been over again.   

We also had Kerry & Owen Brown, the family of one of our student sponsors and a 

friend Peter Staal visit the school recently.  They had a wonderful time. 
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Attendance levels have been a lot better this year which is good news.  All our 

students were re-sponsored which was wonderful.  The new students we enrolled 

this year have done quite well settling in; there are a couple of students who have 

struggled, one student we moved down a grade.  With the constant guidance and 

support of our teachers I am confident these students will improve.  

Our soccer team The Rainbow Warriors continue to do well on the soccer field and 

our volunteers who visited this year enjoyed being amongst the excitement of the 

weekend games.   Our netball team has improved under the guidance of Catherine 

and they continue to train hard and enjoy playing.  

The guardians continue to attend Adult Literacy classes which are fantastic.  They 

all enjoy coming to class and are making the most of the opportunity given to 

them. 

I am constantly overwhelmed by the generosity and support given to us by our 

Student Sponsors, without their continued commitment, this project would not 

exist.   

On behalf of all the Board Members, I would like to say a big thank you to 

everyone involved with the running of the School, a lot of hard work goes into this 

school each and every day, and it is truly appreciated. 

Thank you 

Suzie Duff 
Student Sponsorship Co-ordinator 
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Treasurer’s Report 2019 
 
It is a credit to the Management team, Staff, Members and Supporters on the 

achievements made throughout the 2018- 2019 Financial year. At a time when 
Australia is battling the grips of drought, Our Rainbow House has continued to 

invest greatly in the wellbeing and future of the young people that attend the 
school, and also the community in which it is situated. 

The figures shown below are a summary of Income and Expenses in 2018 -2019. 
Fundraising was a major effort throughout the year, bringing almost half of the 

income, and only one quarter of expenses. Sponsorship continued to be strong, 
accounting for almost 35% of income. Student sponsorship continues to be an 

integral part of the capability of Our Rainbow house to provide the school and 
student needs. 

 
INCOME: 

Fundraising    $127617.14 

Sponsorship- Student  $  67882.01 
Sponsorship -Non Student $  20392.96 

Donations    $  40914.83 
Other     $   1005.47 

TOTAL     $257812.41 
EXPENSES: 

Fundraising expenses  $  52541.38 
Zambian Expenses  $  90536.34 

Australian Expenses  $  64431.66 
TOTAL     $207509.38 
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Our Rainbow House Full Financial Statements and Auditors Report for 2018-2019 

are available on request. 

Diane Armstrong 
Treasurer 
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HANDMADE WITH LOVE REPORT 2019 

 
Handmade With Love has had another successful year raising money for Our 

Rainbow House We have continued to sponsor 3 children with excess funds going 
towards shipping costs and whatever else is needed. 

 
Events for 2019 

Stalls were held throughout the year at Our Rainbow House events, local markets 
and further afield at Pop Culture festivals. 

 
January      – Intergalactic Star Wars Event in Toowoomba at which we were 

assisted by members of the Toowoomba Rotary club (loan of tent, 
tables and manpower) $216 

 
March  – Sunflower Festival Emerald $55 

 

May   – Art Precinct Stall Emerald $23 
– ORH Retro Party and Art Auction in Yeppoon $103 

 
June   – Patch n Peace Yeppoon $89 

July           – Fraser Pop – pop culture festival at Maryborough where we were 
assisted by former HWL member Dianne Hutchinson $890 

 
August        – ORH Multicultural Event $503  

 
September   – Brisbane Oz Comic Con (assisted by Allison McGaw) $1204 

 
November  – Nogoa River Duck Dash $168.20 

–  ORH Melbourne Cup Lunch $360 
–  Brisbane Supanova $692 

– Christmas Craft Fair $692 

 
December   – Walk Through Bethlehem (2 nights) 

 – Lions Christmas Markets 
 

We have continued to sell goods online via Etsy, Instagram, Facebook and to 
family, friends and supporters. 

 
Containers for Change collection 

Over $509.20 has been received from Containers for Change – a great little earner 
that costs us little. 

 
Etsy 

We currently have 77 active listings on Etsy – most with multiple items under each 
listing. Sales for the year have totalled $978 (Etsy takes 5% plus there are listing 

fees every 3 months) 

 
Sewing Days have not happened very much this year mainly due to me having 

been away so much and that makes it difficult to get organised and commit to 
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times when I am here. The Patchwork Group have continued to make their rooms 
available to us at no cost and we have met a few times. 

 

The major development this year has been the relationship that has been 
developed with Fangirl Stitches, a Cross stitch business owned by my daughter 

Roslyn and Handmade With Love. We make and she sells zipper pouches with 
various pithy and amusing Cross stitch sayings that we devised together. She 

supplies the bulk of the materials used in the zipper pouches and I supply the 
labour. She sells them at her market stalls at pop conventions and craft shows, and 

on Etsy. She takes her costs and donates 100% of the profits to Our Rainbow 
House. As at 31st October she had sold 64 lg and 72 small bags and donated 

$1682.35 to Our Rainbow House. Information brochures on Our Rainbow House as 
well as Handmade With Love business cards are included with all sales. 

 
We continue to receive donations of fabric and other sewing related items which we 

are grateful to take. All donations are received on the understanding that excess 
materials will be passed on to people and groups who can use them. 

 

 
Into the future 

I am going to continue to concentrate on the “Geek” side of the market. We will 
continue to carry some items of a more general nature especially things made from 

African Fabrics for ORH events. I am uncertain as to what to do with stock that 
doesn’t fit into these categories. We may offer them to Handmade With Love 

Rockhampton. 
 

I am hoping to be able to attend more of the regional Pop Culture festivals eg 
Bundaberg, Gladstone, Rockhampton, Mackay and Toowoomba – possibly 

Townsville. These events have lower fees for stall holders and whilst smaller, attract 
less of the big merchandisers (less competition). 

 
Handmade With Love isn’t just one person. Whilst I am doing the bulk of the 

sewing and organising, I am grateful to the many people who assist along the way, 

helping at stalls, making items, donating fabric and notions.  I’d like to make 
special mention of my husband Doug who has been of tremendous assistance with 

our stalls. He has packed and unpacked the trailer and car many times, erected the 
gazebo, set up the stall, and worked as my offsider at stalls when there hasn’t 

been other helpers available. He has driven with me to stalls at various locations 
out of town. He has also designed and constructed the fittings for the stall. This 

year he has also made beautiful turned wood bowl that have been very popular on 
our stalls. Thanks Doug, I couldn’t do it without you. 

 
Philipa Core 
Handmade with Love Co-ordinator 
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Thankyou! 

 
Through the support of many individuals, families, groups and organisations our 

project has continued to grow. We thank everyone for their generosity in time, 
donations and talents. Every little bit helps make such a difference in the lives of 

everyone at Our Rainbow House School and we thank you from the bottom of our 
hearts. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Information about how to make a complaint can be found at 
www.ourrainbowhouse.org.au/contact/ 

We welcome complaints and feedback that alert us to areas needing improvement. 


