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Before school closure
 Term two was progressing beautifully.  Teacher Isaac was
leading year five, teacher Susan years six and seven and
teacher Evelyn years two and three.  Our boarding high
school students had returned and the remaining high

schoolers were back working  hard.  Project Coordinator
Mary was at the helm and quoting our director  Alison, our

project was "buzzing along" . 

With a number of supporters keen to
sponsor a student, seven new students were

enrolled to become our year four class.  

With so many deserving young ones in the village, places at our
school are keenly sought after and choosing new students is

always difficult.  

There was plenty to get excited about:

Year 4
class

A huge welcome to our new student sponsors.  

The prospective students
completed  some written

tasks to satisfy project
coordinator Mary that they
were at year four standard.

 
We then welcomed our seven

newcomers
 



No sooner had the seven new
students been enrolled and provided

with uniforms and other requisites
when all schools were ordered to

close.  The  students headed for home,
SO disappointed after spending just a

few days at their new school! 

 Jan Bell from Mackay, is the student sponsorship coordinator.  
From Jan:   

 I am blessed to be involved with such a dynamic team of people
- every one plays such an important role in making the wheels

turn.  My main focus is to liaise between sponsors and their
students. I am in the happy position of sending photos to the

sponsors and explaining what is happening in each photo.
.........doing things for the best little school in Zambia and I am

more than happy to do it" 

. 

 Student
sponsorship 

Should you wish to know more details of our student
sponsorship program, please email Jan

 
 studentsponsorship@ourrainbowhouse.org.au



The provision of beautiful uniforms, donated
to our students by Australian clubs and

schools, is truly appreciated.  They are worn
with pride.  2021 has our students looking and

feeling great.

Gearing 
up

A variety of beautiful uniforms came
from Matthew Flinders Anglican

College, Buderim.   

Backpacks, shirts,
jackets and
sweat shirts

came to us from
Central Highlands

Junior Rugby
League.

Beautiful tracksuits were donated by  
Rockhampton Girls Grammar School.



Getting it there
Uniforms and so much more are boxed and sent to Zambia

from Australia, via Jetta Express, with the freight cost met by
"Handmade with Love" (HWL) Emerald.

Philipa, left, is the creative arm and
sews a variety of items, always in keen

demand.  

As well as meeting our freight
expenses, HWL Emerald sponsors

three wonderful students and funds
the university education of our

former volunteer Moses.

Packing the boxes
Who is always happy, keen to
help and bothered by
nothing?  Heidi! She is ready to
lend a hand with any charity
jobs and we have her to thank
for so carefully sorting and
folding the uniforms before
packing up the boxes.  

Heidi keeps the Africa shed
sorted and clean.  Thank you
Heidi for everything you do for
us.  You are awesome!



We are most indebted to Colleen
Nicholas, pictured above with
Alison, who has so generously
funded the purchase of new 

 school shoes for the students. 

New
shoes

Just take a look at our
netball coach

Catherine.  She has 
 been given a

"Firebirds" bag for the
netball balls. 

 
 Wouldn't it be

wonderful if our
players could see the
"Firebirds" in action! 

New 
bag

Shoes are special and a pair of
school shoes may be the first

pair of shoes owned by a student. 



Mooloolaba Rotary Club has donated 
 funds for the purchase of fifteen

desperately needed new desks and 
 repairs to  fourteen existing desks.  

 
We are humbled by such generosity and

so grateful. 
 

Who better than Linda Shore-Perez to
represent our charity, accepting the

donation from Mooloolaba Rotary Club
President Graham. 

Kind
and

caring

Desks are
ordered but not

yet arrived

Linda lives at the Sunshine Coast and years
ago introduced us to Matthew Flinders
Anglican College and Sunshine Coast

Grammar School.   We have benefited hugely
from these introductions.

Cathy, the Mackay leader of "Days for
Girls", suggested the making of a rug and

raffling this to benefit Our Rainbow
House.  The members swung into action

and, using offcuts of fabrics, soon had the
rug completed and ready for raffle.

 
The raffle was drawn and the winner was
our Denise.  Thank you so much "Days for

Girls" Mackay for your generosity and
thoughtfulness. 



Enjoying a wonderful Girls and
Boys Friendly Society (GBFS)
gathering in the city of Kafue 
 were our years five, six and
seven students. 

Travelling by bus to this city,
our members joined with many
others, enjoying the singing,
dancing, Bible studies, and
much more with time off for a
delicious picnic lunch. 

Note our new shoes
and socks!

GBFS day
out



Ready for 2021 action  were our netballers and coach
Catherine.  Training on Monday and Wednesday afternoons
meant skills were improving and match fitness ensured.
Didn't the Emerald Netball Association skirts look fabulous!

Likewise our soccer players with coach
Nathan were ready for action.   Training
several times weekly and playing
competition on Saturdays,  our
"Rainbow Warriors" always do us proud.

Netball 
and

 soccer



Students were rostered to come into school
in small groups for a lesson with their

teacher and a serving of fruit before leaving
for home with further schoolwork. 

School closure
Everyone had hoped this would not happen but were not

surprised when it did.  On Thursday June 17th, the
Government of Zambia asked that all schools be closed,

due to pandemic concerns.  Our students were soon
heading for home.

  The work did not stop for Mary and her staff, creating student
home learning packages to keep students up to date with the

curriculum while respecting pandemic restrictions. 

It takes a team



The high school  students came
into our school regularly,
finding a far corner of a

classroom to work quietly. 
 They accessed  online learning

and appreciated all of the
support given to them by
project coordinator Mary. 

 
This student is in year twelve
and knows there is no time to

be wasted with end of year
exams looming.

Our primary students could be seen throughout the village,
industriously completing their studies.

Here he is as a young
student at our school.



Eyes on the board
The student free school  presented

a fantastic opportunity for our
teaching staff to benefit from a

two day professional development
workshop, focusing on reading

skills.

A recent consignment, including a new and improved camera,
has arrived safely at our school .  Thank you to Lauren and
Andrew Quinn for this generous camera donation.  We are

grateful to members of staff and in particular to student Arthur
for taking the photos that we so enjoy. 

Eyes on the lens 



In no time we were the
beneficiary of such

generosity and project
coordinator Mary was

shopping for the blankets.
Our newly enrolled year four

students were given a
mattress also. 

We asked and you
responded

Project 90

Following up on caregiver
reporting that students

desperately needed blankets
and food, we humbly

launched Project 90, being
mindful that many of our

supporters are battling tough
times due to the pandemic.   

The funds from Project
90 will provide

beautiful food packges  
to be distributed later

in the term.



Our caregivers keep a close eye on
the mattresses and blankets given

to the students  and the condition of
these is reported monthly to the

board. 
 

Blankets are prized possessions  so
imagine the dismay of this student
when, following a funeral held at his
family home, he discovered that his

blankets had been stolen!

This year ten student
proudly shows off his

blanket, provided to him in
2019 and still perfect. 

Fancy something like this
happening to such a diligent and 

 well behaved student.  He is
sponsored by "Handmade with

Love" Emerald.
 

The police have been advised of
this theft. 

Her blanket is airing on the
line



Quite a surprise
There were some amazed looks

recently when the students returned
to school to collect their work
packages and  meet with their

teacher.
Eleven new computers were in

place and students were
invited to  take a look.

A Note from our Project Co-ordinator and Board
Members – “A huge thank you to our Newsletter Editor,

Pam, for the donation of these Computers and Software.
What a difference they are going to make!!!! Thank you

Pam”.
Another surprise
We have six students in year twelve, working
towards end of year Government
examinations.  How better to connect with
them than by zoom. Wonderful shared
meetings to hear their news, concerns and
hopes for the future have been enjoyed by
Alison and others, most of whom have spent
time at the school.  

Our surprise zoom guests were Kasey and
Brandon.  Our meetings were alive with
chatter, laughter, an occasional tear,
wonderful singing and much love.  



There was a special zoom meeting
guest.

Kasey's dog, in the
guitar case, had his
eyes on us all.  When

Kasey gets the guitar
out, the dog is

concerned that she is
going on a trip, so into
the case he goes and

there he stays! 



No closure here

Christmas in July
markets

School closure did not change things here.  Our office remained a
very busy hub with ongoing management, funding, compliance
and so much more.   The promotion of our charity is important
and Alison is a great advocate, taking every opportunity to tell

about us.  She is not hampered by weather or distance.

 Over several days, this event 
 displays the latest and the best in
all things agricultural.  Alison and
Philipa were there, promoting our

charity and selling handmade
wares.  The weather was wet and

very cold!

Battling against the weather are
Robyn and Diane.  Diane is our

Secretary.

More promotion by Alison
and selling of wares by

Philipa at Capella
"Christmas in July"

markets.  Alison lived at
Capella for many years

and enjoyed catching up
with some wonderful

mates.

AgGrow



Inner Wheel Clubs
The combined clubs of Inner Wheel district A77 had Our Rainbow

House as their international project and we are so grateful for
all that these members have done to support us.

 
This cheery wave came from those attending the district dinner,

when Alison and Marion were presented with a very generous
donation .  This will be used to sponsor project coordinator Mary.  

Women supporting other women!!



Rockhampton Handmade with Love
Meanwhile members of

Handmade with Love
Rockhampton have been
busy creating a beautiful
raffle quilts to benefit our

charity. 
 

 If you would like some
tickets they are $2 each or 3

for $5. Click on this link to
purchase yours - 

https://www.trybooking.com/BSREM

We are so grateful to this club for their generous donation to
help with our school internet costs.  How would be manage 

 without internet access to our school.!!
 

This club contributed earlier to Project 90.  They have
supported us for many years and it is always a delight to visit

their branch. 

Alison attended the
International

Luncheon held by
QCWA branch

Clermont.  Alison was
warmly welcomed

and enjoyed sharing
news of our project.  

Clermont QCWA

https://www.trybooking.com/BSREM?fbclid=IwAR0PLmBmY6ppMLwPzdRpAjx16Qo1l6eiA2w7winGqL3n5WPO2jwvtZDVX8Q


Slowly reopening
 As per Government direction, students in years seven, nine,

eleven and twelve were able to return to school on August 5th. 
The remaining students are excited to be returning to school on

August 23rd. 
 

 With so many positive things happening at our project, we have
shared some sad times also.

 

Mr Robin McCosker was a
wonderful supporter of our
charity and co-sponsor of

students Henry and
Sadora. 

 
A member of a large

extended Central
Queensland family, sadly

Mr McCosker passed away
recently.

 Our sympathy to members of the McCosker family from all at
Our Rainbow House.

Our charity has lost a true friend. 

Our wonderful caregiver Christabel recently lost her brother
and sister-in-law on the same evening to covid-19.   Our

thoughts are with you Christabel.

Mr Robin McCosker



The caregivers give a monthly
report to our project coordinator
and the board.  On every report

ever presented by caregiver Mary,
a comment of appreciation was

made. 

Mary was a valued and
much loved member of
the community. Mother
of nine and grandmother
of fifteen, Mary became
the principle carer of
grandchildren after the
loss of a daughter some
years ago .    Mary was
widowed in 1995.   

Caregiver Mary passed away recently and is  
very sadly missed by the Our Rainbow

House family.

Mary, a caregiver since 2016, worked with Christabel and
Christeta to keep a close eye on the welfare of our students.  

How we miss calm, wise,
respectful, caring Mary

Mary was always there
to lend a hand at our
school.  She taught

religion, gave support to
any school event,

attended meetings and
kept a keen eye on our

students within the
village

Mary and Christabel

Caregiver Mary



Please give Marion a call and book your place at the 

ROYAL HIGH TEA

Your support of this fund raising function would be most
appreciated. 


